
Crestwood News

Editorial: To Lease or Not to Lease

Code Compliance
Philip Van Horn, our local code compliance officer, will attend the October1 meeting to take your

comments regarding code violations.  Be there to voice your concerns.

At the Last Meeting
• Ara Sullenberger reported that she will begin the 2006 audit of the Crestwood Association books.
• Philip Van Horn, Crestwood’s Code Compliance Officer, reported that police have confirmed that vacant homes in

Crestwood have been secured.  Crestwood residents were asked to contact the police if they notice squatters in the
neighborhood.  Code compliance is also working to make sure all homes have house numbers visible from the street.
In addition, residents are allowed one garage sale sign, which must be on the property and at least ten feet from the
street.

• Tom Roberts distributed a leasing ballot to indicate a preference for possible gas lease terms.  Attorney Phil Bishop
will not be retained to negotiate leases for Crestwood residents.  The Mineral Lease Committee will continue to
investigate and seek to obtain the best possible lease option for interested Crestwood residents.  Tom reported that the
city signed a mineral lease for Rockwood Park with Chesapeake at $12,222 per acre.

• Gwen Neal, Zoning and Traffic Chair, reported:
o The Crestwood Place Apartments have been sold; 23 single family homes will be built on the site;
o The City has not made a final decision on the Secondary Dwelling Unit (SDU) proposal; this case was on the

agenda for the October 12, 2007 City Council meeting;
o The TP/W Dept. approved street overlay work on the 700-800 blocks of Northwood and Edgefield in 2008, a

work order was submitted for street repairs in the 3700 block of Oaklawn, and drain work was performed on
Westwood in September.  Residents were asked to clean gutters and remove grass in streets.  Please do not use
gasoline to kill grass in the street, as it damages the pavement.

• Jackie Liles, Membership Chair, reported that 306 household have paid membership dues.
• Treasurer Mike Wilson reported a balance of $11,366.94 in the Crestwood Association general account.
• 15 Board members were in attendance.
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Gas Lease Update
As you've no doubt read in the paper recently, in some Fort Worth neighborhoods, competition to lease minerals is intense between multiple leasing

companies like XTO and Chesapeake.  As a result, mineral owners are being offered competitive bonuses between $10,000 and $12,500 per acre.  So far,
that has not been the case in Crestwood.  The Mineral Lease Committee is currently drafting a lease to present at the next meeting for review and
discussion.  Please make plans to attend this important meeting.
Tom Roberts, Chair, Mineral Lease Committee, (817) 625-4475
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Our newsletter editor asked for my point of view on gas drilling
based on the red "Just say NO to Urban Gas Drilling" signs in my yard.

In September 2006, I began attending meetings and forums in
an effort to educate myself on this issue.  A few of the many things I've
learned about signing a lease are:

1.  Some of you may have mortgages with companies that require a
Subordination Agreement before you can receive royalties.

2.  There are Severance Taxes - All production is taxed by the state.
3.  There is an Ad Valorem Tax - The Tarrant Appraisal District

will bill you annually.
4.  Your bonus and revenue from royalties are subject to Federal

Income Taxes.
However, it is alongside the above-listed reasons that my

greener side takes issue.  It completely freaks me out that it takes up to
10 million gallons of fresh water (mixed with sand and chemicals) to
drill one well.  That is enough water to supply 125,000 households for
one day.  The industry claims they only use 3 to 4 million gallons of
water per well.  That is still a phenomenal amount of our drinking
water.  To date, over 6,000 wells have been drilled in Tarrant County. 
The onslaught of big machines, tree cutting, and ground churning
causes concern for the amazing eco-system that thrives in Crestwood. 
How will this affect our four legged, winged and scaly neighbors?  One
nearby well is planned for the “Bird Sanctuary” on the Greenwood
Cemetery property.  I don't know whether to laugh or cry.

There are many questions I have not gotten answers to.  Where
are the wastewater disposal wells?  Will the big trucks cause street
damage, which equals damage to our cars?  What about damage to my
property?  Noise?  What am I really giving away when I sign a lease? 
Am I forfeiting legal options or the right to complain about these things
and others?

I'm not kidding myself; I know I can't stop this new gold rush. 
But I can stand with the growing number of folks scattered around the
city who are not willing to compromise their personal beliefs by signing
a lease agreeing to urban drilling.

That being said....THANK YOU to Tom Roberts and the
Crestwood Mineral Leasing Committee.  They are working very hard
on behalf of the entire neighborhood.  Anyone who has not signed a
lease yet and wants to, will benefit by continuing to patiently wait. 
There is so much more to this than you would think.  I don't blame
anyone who would like to sign a lease and receive their bonus and
royalty payments.   Let's face it, money can be a good thing!

Thank you for your time, Jackie Liles

Jackie brings up important issues that need to be considered before
leasing.  The decision to lease is a personal decision for each of us.  My position
is that if you decide to lease, let's band together to get the best terms we can. 
With that in mind, I offer the following:

- I played in the Bird Sanctuary as a child, so I don't like the location,
either.  However, I don't think there is anything that can be done to stop the
drilling in Greenwood.  Nonetheless, we can try to minimize the effect on our
neighborhood by: (1) having a clause in our lease stating no drill site pad,
pipeline, production facility or compressor station shall be allowed within 1,000
feet of any lot in Crestwood; (2) persuading the city to restrict road use for
operations to Rockwood Park Drive only and no other street in the neighborhood
(we could try to limit use to Greenwood land only, but that probably won’t fly);
(3) overseeing that the city drilling ordinance is strictly followed; (4) keeping a
watch on operations and staying in contact with city government and the
TX Railroad Commission for possible violations; (5) encouraging the use of video
surveillance of the well site at the corner of Rockwood Park Drive and N. Bailey;
and (6) writing to Greenwood to encourage them to protect the environment by
working with the operator to conduct operations on their property as a good
steward of the land.

- Our lease form will delete the Warranty Clause, and it will require the
leasing company, at its sole cost and expense, to provide any needed
Subordination Agreements.  Without a Subordination Agreement, the royalty
payment goes directly to the mortgage company to pay off your loan.  The
operator or purchaser cannot keep your money.  Of course, this is a moot point if
there is no mortgage on your home.

- All income is taxed, so this should come as no surprise.   Severance
taxes (between 2.5% and 7%) are paid monthly to the state by the operator
and deducted from your monthly royalty check.   The county will bill you
annually for Ad Valorem taxes based on 2.5% of your royalty revenue for the
year.   You should get a good tax preparer that can write off depletion and
expenses to reduce your income tax bill.

- Water usage is a hot topic, and there are several conflicting statistics
floating around right now.  The one that surprised me is that Barnett Shale drilling
accounts for less than 1% of total water usage for all counties where drilling has
occurred. 

- There is a city moratorium on wastewater disposal wells right now (only
one has been drilled to my knowledge).  Most, if not all, future disposal wells will
be drilled outside city limits, and will dispose the saltwater below fresh water
formations.  SWD wells are highly regulated by the TX Railroad Commission. 

- The City Drilling Ordinance restricts noise levels and requires sound
barriers in certain situations (take a look at Dale's well next to Mercado Juarez).

- For those who want to lease, I will hand out a Lease Addendum for
consideration at the next neighborhood meeting.

Tom Roberts, Crestwood Mineral Lease Committee



Crestwood Membership
Your membership dues support neighborhood projects such as treating street

trees for oak wilt and other worthy projects and expenses as identified by the
membership.  They also pay for neighborhood-wide events like the July 4th parade and
picnic and the Easter egg hunt.  Please get involved in your neighborhood and return
your membership form (attached or online at www.crestwoodfw.org), along with your
annual dues, to the Membership Secretary (Jackie Liles) or to your block representative.
The Crime Patrol is supported by voluntary donations.

Current Crestwood membership: 306 out of 495 households.

Crestwood Services
First Aid Agency - Elderly and Disabled Care Service – Personal care, homemaker service,
daily/overnight sitters, hospice sitters.  No minimum hours.  Licensed, certified, and bonded
caregivers.  Phone answered 24 hours: (877) 472-1560.
“Serving others since 1996!”  Crestwood members since ’99  Co-owners and sisters, Sheila
Bourne and Nancy Gathwright.
Creations by Martha – Beautiful handmade greeting cards for all occasions.  Unique cards for
the special people in your life. Call Martha Blessing (817) 626-6961.
Babysitting, pet sitting, pet parties – Babysitting services during the summer, after school
hours, and on weekends.  Pet sitting services.  Pet birthday parties at your house or mine,
including edible dog cake, treats, and fun pet activities.  Call Mattison Conditt, 12-year-old
Crestwood neighbor, (817) 658-3385.
Professional Nanny – Loving, reliable, and experienced.  Longtime Crestwood resident.
Eldercare also available.  Laurie Hebert (817) 626-6007.
Elder Care – Space available for advanced eldercare in beautiful West Fort Worth home.
Outstanding level of care 24/7/365.  Fully coordinated medical services.
Call for details (817) 624-1462.
Your Neighborhood Realtor – Gayle Davis. Home: (817) 740-0470 or Mobile: (817) 308-
1043.
Murals and Faux Painting – Let your imagination soar…any surface can be transformed!
Free on-site consultation.  Your Crestwood neighbor since 1991, Darla Lyon.  Lyon Design,
www.lyondesigngallery.com, (817) 454-5553.

CRESTWOOD ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP

Please attach this form to your check, made
payable to ÒCrestwood Association,Ó and return to:
The Crestwood Association, c/o Jackie Liles -
Membership, P.O. Box 9615, Fort Worth, TX
76147.  Annual dues are $12.00.

Name:___________________________________
Address:_________________________________
Other Resident:____________________________
Phone #:_________________________________
Pets:_____________________________________
Email:___________________________________

Crestwood Crime Patrol (optional donation*):
$___________________________
Please send separate check to: Crestwood Crime
Patrol, P.O. Box 470912, Fort Worth, TX 76147

Crestwood Executive Board

Officers:
President Robert Hayes 817-626-6543
Vice-President Frank Diaz 817-626-1762
Secretary Nila Morton 817-625-5980
Treasurer Michael Wilson 817-378-0946
Membership Jackie Liles 817-626-0634
Committee Chairs:
Archives Kory Cummings 817-624-7107
City Hall Bob Hawley 817-625-4853
Crime Patrol June Morton 817-624-7360
Finance Ara Sullenberger 817-626-4072
History Karen Simmons 817-626-6497
Newsletter Shannon Waller 817-625-9991
Security Frank Diaz 817-626-1762
Telephone Bea Hipp 817-626-7268
Zoning & Traffic Gwen Neal 817-737-7443
Special Committees:
League of Neighborhoods Jackie Liles 817-626-0634
Legal Contingency Richard Haskell 817-626-8939
Mineral Leasing Tom Roberts 817-625-4475
Westside Alliance Gwen Neal 817-737-7443
Block Representatives:
Cresthaven Terrace Jill Clay 817-625-0536
Crestwood Drive (100-200) Amy Cook 817-624-4773
Crestwood Drive (300-400) Gwen Neal 817-737-7443

Nancy Ginsburg 817-735-1338

Block Representatives (conÕt):
Crestwood Terrace Rick Purselley 817-740-9332
Eastwood (300) Ann Walker Miller 817-624-5800
Eastwood (400) Katy Oliver 817-740-2207
Eastwood (500-600) Cheryl Thompson 817-626-5708
Edgefield (600) Patti Crabtree 817-624-8839
Edgefield (700) Margaret Miller 817-625-0688
Edgefield (800) Shannon Waller 817-625-9991
Englewood Gloria Canchola 817-625-7997
Lindenwood Rick Purselley 817-740-9332
N. Bailey (200-400) Denise Bynum 817-740-1080

Amy Trott 814-624-6699
N. Bailey (500-600) Marianne Shapter 817-625-7629
N. Bailey (700) June Morton 817-624-7360
N. Bailey (800-900) Gayle Davis 817-740-0470
Northwood (700) Jackie Liles 817-626-0634
Northwood (800-1000) Trudy Toten 817-624-4390
Oaklawn Judy Hendrick 817-624-7186
Ridgewood (300) Jan Clinkscale 817-625-5520
Ridgewood (400) Heather Collinge 817-253-2773
Sherwood (3600) Cheryl Thompson 817-626-5708
Sherwood (3700-3800) Lisa Griffith 817-740-9561
Springbrook Judy Hendrick 817-624-7186
Westwood Dee May 817-626-9564

Carl Krogness 817-626-2951
Wildwood Jackie Liles 817-626-0634

Criminal Activity Report
10-07-07 800 block Edgefield Criminal mischief; rock thrown through

vehicle window
10-09-07 600 block Eastwood Burglary of vehicle
10-10-07 800 block Edgefield Burglary of residence
10-17-07 3700 block Oaklawn Theft of Halloween decorations
10-21-07 3700 block Oaklawn Theft of Halloween decorations

Please report any suspicious activity to police.
Crestwood’s neighborhood police officer is:

Teri Majors #2412

Mobile: (817) 992-0187 Pager: (817) 998-0724
Email: teri.majors@fortworthgov.org

Email Teri to receive regular updates on criminal activity
in our area.  Contact Teri if you see people leaving flyers
on doors.

Non-emergency police #: (817) 335-4222
Non-emergency fire #: (817) 922-3000

Security Update
Fall is here, can’t you just smell it?  Fall is probably my favorite season.  You know,

cool crisp air, school supplies, football, and of course Halloween.  Then again, there is the time
change, allowing darkness to come earlier.  That time change brings problems that come with
the early night.  Be especially careful of walkers, runners, and bike riders that want to take
advantage of fall’s beautiful early nights.

I would like to address the matter of running the stop signs and speeding through
Crestwood.  There have been reports of this and I feel I should warn you that the police
department has been notified.  They will set up radar at different points to catch anyone rolling
through, scooting through or just plain running the stop signs, as well as the speeders.  Most of
those committing these acts are our own residents.   It’s a shame that a few should make it rough
on the rest of us.  If you can afford the ticket, you could certainly have one on the way.
Speeding and running stop signs cause carelessness and that can get someone hurt or worse.

We can consider ourselves warned.  Let’s take care and heed it.
Thanks,
Frank Diaz, Security Captain, (817) 626-1762

President’s Report
It’s time to start thinking about the End-of-Year

activities.  Only three Executive Board meetings remain
before the annual meeting in February.  The schedule of
closing events for the remainder of the 2007-08 year
follows:
Nov. 5 – Regular meeting
• Review year-end schedule and assignments
Dec. 3 – Regular meeting
• Executive Board elects the nominating committee

(Art. X, sec. 2)
Jan. 7 – Regular Meeting
• Nominating Committee publishes slate of Officers

for 2008-09
• Slate is posted on www.crestwoodfw.org and

published in Jan-Feb news letter
• Executive Board sets date and place for annual

meetingExecutive Board announces that Books
closed on Jan. 31

• Executive Board announces that annual reports are
due to the Vice President by Jan. 31 (Art. XIV, sec 3)

Feb. 8 – Annual Meeting (Saturday, 10 am, date subject
to change)
• Read Annual Reports
• Election of Officers (Art. X, sec. 3 & 4)
• All records and reports to archives


